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Earls Court developer gains second consent for £10
billion scheme

Kensington and Chelsea follows Hammersmith and Fulham in approving plans for events
space site

The proposals for Warwick Square at the heart of the development. (Earls Court Development Company)
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The Earls Court Development Company, founded by Delancey and APG, has gained the vital second

consent for £10 billion plans that straddle two London Boroughs.

The planning committee of the Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea has passed a resolution to
grant planning permission for its portion of central London’s largest cleared development site.
That follows unanimous approval by the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham’s Planning

Committee on 26 November.

Plans for the giant project have been complicated by the fact that the 18-hectare site has10
hectares on the Hammersmith and Fulham side and 8 hectares on the Royal Borough of Kensington

and Chelsea. Combined, the applications propose a circa 7.5 million-square-foot redevelopment.

For a detailed review of the plans, the history of the famous site and an interview with the

developers click here.

The Earls Court Development Company is responsible for the redevelopment on behalf of the Earls
Court Partnership Limited - a joint venture between Delancey (on behalf of its client funds) and
Dutch pension fund manager APG and Places for London, Transport for London’s property

company.

The Earls Court Partnership bought the site in December 2019, and in 2022 subsequently secured
control of the adjoining TfL Lillie Bridge Depot and associated land.

The plans are for a neighbourhood with 4,000 homes, leisure and cultural venues, in 20 acres of

public realm and green space.

The 2.5 million square feet of proposed workspace will focus on the climate innovation sector. The
development promises 1,000 trees, a zero-carbon energy network and a zero operational carbon

target.

The developers said the impetus is now on collaboration between the public and private sector to

facilitate "delivery at pace to bring forward the first 1,300 homes within phase one”.

ECDC submitted hybrid planning applications in 2024 to both boroughs, with permission sought in
outline for the illustrative masterplan, and in detail for six buildings forming the first phase of the

development.

Rob Heasman, chief executive of ECDC, said in a statement: “Our plans will restore Earls Court as a

global destination, a place for ingenuity, for the extraordinary, and for people to wonder.

“Projects of this scale require ambition, partnership and patience to bring forward, and our
ambition has been shaped by four years of engagement, listening and working in collaboration with

our community.”



Jamie Ritblat, founder and executive chairman of Delancey, said: “This is a hugely important
milestone. Earls Court will be a beacon for the capital’s future as a leading global city. It will create
23,500 jobs across the country, a new centre for the UK’s climate innovation sector, circa 4,000 new

homes and benefit the UK economy by £3 billion per year.

"Three new cultural venues will reinstate Earls Court as a destination people gravitate to for
unparalleled performance and experiences, and the social and economic impact will be felt strongly

throughout the local economies."

Graeme Craig, director and chief executive of Places for London, said: “This is a unique project and
the very definition of connected brownfield land which can deliver on the priorities of London’s

future.”

Rafael Torres-Villalba, director, European real estate for APG, said: “It is great to see the scale of

our ambition being backed through the planning process.”

ECDC's masterplan architects are Hawkins Brown and Studio Egret West, with SLA working with the
latter on the landscape architecture. Architects Sheppard Robson, Serie, Maccreanor Lavington, and
dRMM have worked on the designs submitted for buildings in detail, whilst EPR, ACME and

Haworth Tompkins have designed buildings in outline.

The tallest building in the cluster, designed by Sheppard Robson, reaches 42 storeys.



